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1. Introduction 
Welcome to our September newsletter.  We hope you had a good academic year and have had the 
opportunity to enjoy a break over the last few weeks.  We now have representatives from 56 
universities and are starting to think about the next Academic Representatives’ Forum to be held in 
January 2018.  If you have any ideas for content or themes you would like addressed, please let us 
know. 

The newsletters are intended to keep you updated with what is happening in the IMA and wider 
mathematics community and share information that may be of interest or use to you, your 
colleagues and students.  If you have any questions, suggestions or comments, including any 
information that you feel should be shared more widely, please contact Dagmar Waller.  

2. Membership Messages 

Does your department send out pre-enrolment information to new, first year students?  If so we 

would be grateful if you could include the following. 

The start of your degree is an excellent time to become a member of the UK’s professional body for 

mathematicians.  Membership of the Institute of Mathematics and its Applications (IMA) can keep 

you informed, expand your network, and develop your skills.  Become an e-Student free of charge 

and receive our electronic newsletter by simply completing an online form.  Full Student Membership 

only costs £10 per year and you receive the IMA professional magazine Mathematics Today, plus 

discounts to attend IMA events.  See the myIMA webpage for more details.  This will be your first step 

on your path to a career as a mathematician as well as supporting our work to promote 

mathematics. 

3. Undergraduate Liaison  

Erica Tyson is busy planning her visits calendar for the next Academic Year so please contact her if 

you want a mathematics careers talk for your students.  She also offers support for careers events 

and activities so please get in touch if your careers department is planning an event. 

4. Mathematics at My University 

Do you want to promote your department on our successful IMA MathsCareers website?  

MathsCareers received in excess of 400,000 visits last year and could be another means of raising 

your profile with potential students.  The attached guidelines have been designed to help you 

produce engaging articles or videos about undergraduate and / or postgraduate study.  Please 

contact Joanna Baldacci if you have any queries. 

5. Early Careers Mathematician Committee 

We have recently had elections for the (Early Career Mathematicians) ECM Committee and welcome 

the new members.  An ECM is a “mathematician within fifteen years of graduating from a university 

mathematics degree, or Members of the IMA who do not have a degree and are within fifteen years 

of joining the IMA.”  The Committee is interested in improving diversity in STEM, outreach, and 

making links at universities in order to reach students who may not have previously had the 

opportunity to attend an IMA ECM Conference.  If you would like to contact the Committee, please 

email ecm@ima.org.uk  

 

 

mailto:dagmar.waller@ima.org.uk
https://ima.org.uk/support/student/estudent-newsletter/
https://my.ima.org.uk/
mailto:erica.tyson@ima.org.uk
http://www.mathscareers.org.uk/
mailto:Joanna.Baldacci@ima.org.uk
https://ima.org.uk/roles/early-career-mathematicians-committee/
mailto:ecm@ima.org.uk


Academic
 Representatives 

6. Twitter 

We are increasing our usage of twitter so follow us on @IMAmaths to find out about events and 

activities.  Please follow us from your department twitter account so we can retweet your news 

and views as appropriate. 

7. Higher Education Teaching and Learning Series 

Following our recent call for proposals for Teaching and Learning Workshops, we are delighted to 

announce that we have supported three workshops on the following themes: 

 Alternative approaches to teaching and learning in the mathematical sciences, University of 

the West of England (December 2017 / January 2018) 

 Transitions in the Mathematical Sciences, University of Warwick (April 2018) 

 Mathematical Academic Malpractice, University of Manchester (June 2018) 

Events will be open to the higher education mathematical sciences community and will be free to 

attend.  We will confirm the exact dates as they are finalised. 

In addition, a number of proposals were focused upon the theme of ‘Assessment and Feedback’ 

within higher education.  We recognise this is a priority theme for mathematical sciences 

departments and so we intend to organise, in Spring / Summer 2018, a one-day conference on this 

important area.  We will share more details as plans are finalised, but if you have any ideas for 

specific sessions you might like this event to cover, please contact our Honorary Secretary for 

Education, Michael Grove.   

8. IMA Council Meeting, 29th June 2017 

You may be interested in the following highlights from the last IMA Council Meeting.  Relevant 
papers from the meeting are available in the Dropbox folder; the reference shown below relates to 
the paper number. 

Academic Representative Scheme Progress report (C170609) 
Postgraduate and Undergraduate Liaison Operation Progress report (C170611) 
Review of Knowledge Exchange in the Mathematical Sciences (C170612) – Post Meeting Update - the 
evidence gathering stage has now been extended to 25th August 2017 with the final report being 
expected in February 2018.  Workshops are expected to be held in Edinburgh and London to enable 
the larger community to engage. 
UK Research and Innovation (C170615) - David Sweeney (Director of Research, Education and 
Knowledge Exchange, HEFCE) has been appointed as the Executive Chair Designate of Research 
England 
IMA Journals Progress report (C170616) 
Math Sciences & the Global Challenges Research Fund & tabled paper (C170618) – highlighting 
concerns that the distribution by EPSRC of its share of the Global Challenges Research Fund money is 
being carried forward in a way that is damaging to UK mathematical sciences and a response from 
EPSRC to these concerns. 
IMA 16+ Lecture in 2017 (C170619) 
IMA Response to BEIS consultation on Industrial Strategy (C170624) 
IMA Research Committee Progress report (C170626) 
Education Manager’s Report Progress report (C170627) 
IMA Website and Social Media (C170629) – revised policy and guidelines including an increased focus 
on twitter   
British Science Festival (C170631) – will take place 5th- 9th September across Brighton and Hove 
IMA Conferences (C170633) – suggestions for future events welcomed 
IMA Branches and ECM Committee Report (C170637) 

https://twitter.com/imamaths
mailto:m.j.grove@bham.ac.uk
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9. Dates for Your Diary 
IMA Conference on Inverse Problems from Theory to Application – 19th to 21st September at the 

Centre for Mathematical Sciences, Cambridge 

Joint Scientific Meeting on Symmetry and Computation with the LMS – 12th October at De Morgan 

House, London 

IMA Early Career Mathematicians’ Autumn Conference – 21st October at the University of Edinburgh 

6th Employers’ Forum: Diversity, Inclusivity and Employability – 8th November at EDF Energy, 

Gloucester 

5th IMA Conference on Mathematics in Defence – 23rd November at the Royal Military Academy 

Sandhurst 

Call for Papers 

16th IMA International Conference on Cryptography and Coding – 12th to 14th December at St 

Catherine’s College, University of Oxford 

10th International Conference on Modelling in Industrial Maintenance and Reliability (MIMAR) – 13th 

– 15th June 2018 at Manchester Conference Centre 

Branch Events - No charge is made to attend these meetings and non-IMA members are welcome. 

East Midlands 

Branch Dinner – 20th September at Spice 45 (must pre-book by 13/9, see event webpage for more 

info) 

North West  

Developing students’ desire to prove, Bernard Murphy (MEI Programme Leader: Teacher Support) 

Annual Student Teacher lecture – 19th September at the University of Manchester 

Mathematical Modelling of Biological Soft Tissues, Dr Tom Shearer (University of Manchester) – 5th 

October at the University of Manchester 

A Brief History of Primes, David Naughton (Manchester Grammar School) – 8th November at the 

University of Manchester 

Joint IMA / MathsJam event, Katie Steckles (Organiser of Manchester MathsJam) – 31st January 2018 

at the University of Manchester 

Annual Sixth Form Lecture From the Karakoram to Antarctica: How mathematics can help us 

understand the Earth’s most extreme regions, Dr Geoff Evatt (University of Manchester) – 7th March 

2018 at Manchester Grammar School 

West Midlands 

From Maxwell’s equations to the perfect cup of coffee, Dr Sarennah Longworth-Cook (Product 

Technical Specialist – Diffraction, Malvern Instruments Limited) – 24th October at Aston University 

Presidential Address Cultural challenges facing the mathematical sciences, Professor Chris Linton 

CMath FIMA – 21st November at the University of Birmingham 

The IMA / BCS / IET Lecture @ Christmas, Orla Murphy (Jaguar Land Rover) – 13th December at 

Coventry University  
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West of England 

Presidential Address Cultural challenges facing the mathematical sciences, Professor Chris Linton 

CMath FIMA – 4th October at the University of Bristol 

Scottish 

The Black Heroes of Mathematics, Dr Nira Chamberlain (Visiting Fellow, Loughborough University 

and Babcock International Group) – 5th September at the University of Strathclyde 

Chris Linton – President 

September 2017 
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